
Jeff Burnside, an SEJ board member, is the senior investigative reporter at KOMO 4 News in Seattle. 

He has been in the news business for more than 20 years working as a reporter, anchor, news manager 

and producer in cities such as Seattle, Boston and Miami where he was part of the highly regarded 

WTVJ Special Projects Unit. In addition to environmental reporting, Jeff covers daily news and 

periodically reports investigative stories. He's won more than 20 journalism awards — for television 

and newspaper reporting and photography — including a dozen regional Emmys. Among his 

environmental stories, Jeff was among the very first to chronicle the harm to marine mammals from 

low frequency active Navy sonar, documented concerns over rock mining threats to Miami-Dade 

wellheads where one million people get their drinking water, has traveled extensively to cover the 

decline of the world's coral reefs, and ventured to the bottom of the ocean aboard a scientific 

submersible during bioprospecting and reporting the damage from bottom trawling. His general 

assignments have ranged from interviewing presidents, going inside to investigate violent white 

extremists, exposing dangerous religious cults, documenting serious lapses in Florida's drivers' 

licensing, videotaping bribes, to going undercover to expose the little-known pipeline from puppy 

mills to pet stores. Jeff is also a frequent invited speaker and panelist on environmental journalism and 

journalism ethics. He's earned working media fellowships at the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (Tromso, Norway), Steinbrenner Institute for climate science (Carnegie Mellon University), 

Reynolds Center for Business Journalism on the green economy (Cronkite School at Arizona State 

University), Metcalf Institute for Environmental Reporting (University of Rhode Island Graduate 

School of Oceanography), and the Western Knight Center for Specialized Reporting in political 

coverage (University of Southern California Annenberg School). 


