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MOOCS offer a free sample of 
class materials on just about any topic 

you can imagine… 



Universities and leading training 
organizations offer MOOCs to reach 

journalists/students worldwide.  



UT’s Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas has offered   
12 MOOCs since 2012. All were free.  
Some attracted more than 5,000 participants from  
more than 100 countries…Each lasted only four weeks. 



MOOCS are like an all-you-can eat 
buffet – open 24/7 and offering your 

choice of: 
 • Videos 

• Powerpoints 

• Online  

Discussions 

• Exercises 

• Even Quizzes 



THERE IS HOMEWORK 
… HERE’S A SAMPLE FROM A MOOC 
 I CO-TAUGHT. 
 



CONVERSATIONS GO GLOBAL. 
COMMON GROUND EMERGES 



INTERACTIONS CAN BE  
SURPRISINGLY INTENSE. 



COMMUNITIES FORM – AND SOME LINGER…THIS 
FACEBOOK COMMUNITY HAS 3,745 MEMBERS AND HAS 
REMAINED ACTIVE A YEAR AFTER THE COURSE ENDED. 

Communities form.  



LOTS OF PEOPLE DROP IN… 
AND LOTS OF PEOPLE DROP OUT 



BIG UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS 
TEND TO HATE ‘EM 



OTHERS GET ADDICTED 
 My advice: try one and see what you think. Just like any other class, a 
lot depends on your attitude and on the quality of your instructor. But 
there’s little to lose - most are free…. 


